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Passing character on via new coins 
By: Neighbor Newspapers staff 

posted at 4:15 p.m. on Wednesday, October 3, 2007  
What would happen if... we all focused on the positive instead of the negative? There is a lot of talk lately surrounding the topic of 

character.  
There are thousands of businesses, organizations, and schools participating in character programs. These programs are great, but one 
Owasso couple wants to turn the discussion into action and impact one person at a time.  
 
Character Coin is the brainchild of Ken Grant and Melanie Hasty-Grant of Owasso. "We 
currently cut out articles from the local newspaper of community members doing great 
things, we laminate and mail them to the person with a personalized note of recognition 
and thanks," said Melanie Hasty-Grant. "Character Coin developed from wanting to 
have a more lasting impact," said Hasty-Grant. 
 
Teachers, parents, and even managers have long used recognition and positive 
affirmation. The coin is a tool to help us all recognize the positive attributes of those we 
come in contact with on a daily basis. Imagine the positive catalyst that you can be in 
someone's life; now go make a difference, act. 
 
"Earlier this year Rodney Ray, Owasso City Manager, and Gary Akin, Owasso Chamber 
President, challenged local business owners to find a way to create corporate, civic, 
educational partnerships to enhance the city of Owasso," said Ken Grant. "We took that 
to heart and combined a lifetime of professional ad personal experiences and outlook 
into a coin that symbolizes whatever each of us value most in ourselves and others. You 
don't have to perform heroic acts to make a difference, you just have to be willing to 
recognize the good in others and share a coin as appreciation; sharing the story is then a 
testament of their good character and an inspiration to others," reflected Grant. 
 
The goals of the coins are to catch someone doing something good and pass it on. You give them a coin and tell the person why you gave 
them the coin and tell them to pass the coin on to someone they catch doing something good. Then you record your story on the website: 
HYPERLINK "http://www.charactercoin.com" www.charactercoin.com.  
 
"Eventually after the coins are being passed and stories are being logged in the website, we will select a few stories and run them on the 
website," said Grant. "Eventually, our hope is to combine the stories into a book; hopefully some of the stories will even expand well 
beyond Oklahoma, showing how one community can impact the world," said Grant. 
 
Businesses, corporations and organizations can get involved by sponsoring their own coins. "Our vision for the Character Coin is for 
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companies and organizations to get behind the concept and sponsor the coins in their own communities," said Hasty-Grant. "Just like 
money exchanges hands, the Character Coins will be easily transferred, but with a more lasting impact than a monetary gift," said Hasty-
Grant. 
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